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ABDU L BA1!1 had run out of "luck. 

Mke thousands of other people 
in (East I Bengal, he had made the 
mi$take— the fata) mistake — of 
' running within sight of a Pakistan: 
aniiy patrol. 

lie was 24 years old, a slight 
man surrounded by soldiers fie 
was trembling, because he was 
■ about to be shot. 

Normally we would have killed 
him as he *ran, M I was informed 
chattily by Major Rathe-re, the -G-Z 
Ops. of the flth .Division, as we 
stood on the outskirts of a tinv 
village near Mudafarganj, about 20 
miles south of Comilla. "But we 
are checking him out for your sake 
You are new here and ll see vou 
have a squeamish stomach." 

VWhy kill him?" 1 asked with 
mounting concern. 

" Because he might be a Hindu 
or he might be a rebel, perhaps a 
student or an Awami Leaguer 
They know we are sorting them 
out and they betray themselves bv 
running/' . 

"But why are you killing them*.' 
And why pick on the Hindus? " 1 
persisted. 

" Must I remind you." Rathore 
said severely, " how thev have tried 
to destroy Pakistan? Now under 
the cover of the lighting we have 
an excellent opportunity* of finish- 
ing them off. rt 

" Of course," he added hastily, 
"we are only killing the Hindu 
men. We are soldiers, not cowards 
like the rebels. Thev kill our 
women and children." 

I WAS GUTTING my iirst glimpse 
of the stain of blood which has 

land: of , East Bengal. Mrst it was 
the massacre of the non-Bengalis 
in a savage outburst of Bengali 
hajtrftd. Now it was massacre, deli- 
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(the background to the writing and publication 
of this remarkable report is told on Page One) 
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&Ts sake don't shoot." 

lie's unarmed. He's 
iger." \ 
gave*, me a dirtv look 
warning burst ' 
nan sank to a crouch in 
carpet of green, two 
|re already on their wav 
in. 

of a rifle butt across 
ers preceded the ques- 

'jp you? '* 

" Sahib' My name is 
I'm a tailor from the 
in Dacca." 

to* me. You're a Hindu 
r ou ninning? " 
fost curfew time, Sahib 
going to my village." 

the truth. Why were 
ig? " 

;he man could answer 
kly frisked for weapons 
| while another quickly 
faway his lungi. The 
y that was bared re- 
distinctive traces of 
.which is obligatory 
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fit could be olainlv seen 



death in the comp&md of the 
Circuit House (civil administrative 
headquarters) i^Comilla. I have 
seen truekloack V other human 
targets and/Jhose who had the 
humanity J^> try to help then, 
hauled of£, v 'for disposal" under 
he cover of darkness and curfew 
I have witnessed the brutality of 
Kill and burn missions " as the 
army units, after clearing out the 
rebels, pursued the pogrom in the 
towns and the villages. 

i have seen whoie villages devas- 
tated by " minitive action 

And in the officers mess at night 
I have listened incredulously as 
otherwise brave and honourable 
men proudly chewed over the dav\s 
|kill 

I U(nv many did vou get? " 

4 the answers are seared in mv 

(memory. 

™ 1S is being done, as anv 
West Pakistani officer will tell you. 
lor the 4 preservation of the unity 
the integrity and the ideology of 
Pakistan." It is, of course, too Jate 
tor that. The very military action 
that is designed to hold together 
the two wings of the country, 
separated by a thousand miles of 
India, has confirmed the ideological 
and emotional break. East Bengal 
can only be kept in Pakistan by the 
heavy hand of the army. And the 
army is dominated b"v the Punjabis 
who traditionally despise and dis- 
like the Bengalis. 



have treated us more brutally than 
the Sikhs did in the partition riots 
in 15)47. How can we ever forgive 
or forget, this?" 

The bone - crushing military 
operation has two distinctive 
features. One is what the authori- 
ties like to call the . " cleansing 
process a euphemism for mas- 
save. Tiie other is the " rehabilita- 
tion effort" This is a wav of 
describing the moves to turu'East 
Kengal into a docile colony of West. 
Pakistan. These common I v used 
expressions and the repeated 
official references to "miscreants" 
and "infiltrators" arc part of the 
charade which is being enacted for 
the benefit of the world. Strip awav 
the propaganda, and the realilv is 
colonisation — and killing. " 

The justification for the annihi- 
lation of the Hindus was para- 
phrased by Lt. Gen. Tikka Khan. 
I he military governor of East Paki- 
stan, in a radio broadcast I heard 
on April 18, He said: " The Muslims 
oi East Pakistan, who had plaved a 
leading part in the creation of 
Pakistan, are determined to keep it 
alive. Hue/ever, the voice of the 
vast majority had been suppressed 
through coercion, threats to life 
and property by a vocal, violent and 
aggressive minority, which forced 
the Awa ml League to" adopt, the 
destructive course.'' 

Others. speaking privately, 
were more blunt in seeking justi- 
fication. 



events suggest that the pogrom 
was not the result of a spontaneous 
or undisciplined reaction, ft was 
planned. 

It seems clear that the 
"'sorting-out" began to be plan- 
ned about the time that U.-Gen. 
Tikka Khan took over the 
governorship of East Bengal, from 
the gentle, self-effacing Admiral 
Ansan, and the military command 
there, from the scholarjv Lt.-Gen 
Salubzada Khan. That was at the 
beginning of March, wfan Sheikh 
Mujibur Kahman's civil dis- 
obedience movement was gathering 
momentum after the postpone- 
ment of the assembly meeting 
Irom which the Bengalis hoped 
lor so much. President Yahya 
Khan, it is said, acquiesced in the 
tide of resentment caused in the 
top echlons of the military estab- 
lishment by the increasing humilia- 
tion of the West Pakistani troops 
stationed in East Bengal. The 
Punjabi Eastern Command at 
Dacca continues to dominate the 
policies of the Central Government. 
[It is perhaps worth pointing out 
that the Khans are not related: 
Khan is a common surname in 
Pakistan. J 

When the army units fanned out 
in Dacca on the evening of March 
2o. m pre-emptive strikes against-, 
the mutiny planned for the smaJl 
hours of the next morning, many 
oi them carried lists of people to be 
lquidated. These included the 
Hindus and large numbers of Mus- 
lims; students, Awami Leaguers 
professors, journalists and those 
who had been prominent in Sheikh 
Mujib's movement. The charge 
now publicly, made, that the armv- 
was -ejected Id Imlrllr^Iact"" 
from the Jaganath Hall, where the" 
Hindu university students lived 
hardly justifies the obliteration of 



the massacre of the non-Bengalis 
in a savage outburst of Bengali 
hatred. , Now it was massacre, deli- 
berately carried out by the West 
Pakistan army. 

The pogrom's victims are not 
only the Hindus Of East Bengal— 
who constitute aI>out 10 per cent 
of the .75 million population-— but 
also m|tny thousands of Bengali 
Muslim*. These include university 
and cftllege students, teachers, 
Awami League and Left-Wing poli- 
tical cadres and every one the 
army can catch of the 176,000 Ben- 
gali maitarymen and police who 
mutinied on March 26 in a spec- 
tacular, though untimely and ill- 
starred bid to create an indepen- 
dent Republic of Bangla Desh 

What I saw and heard with un- 
believing eyes and ears during my 
10 days 1 in East Bengal in late April 
made it terribly clear that the kill- 
ings are not the isolated acts of 
military commanders in the held. 

JThe West Pakistani soldiers are 
n6t the only ones who have been 
killing in East Bengal, of course 
Oh the night of Marcn 25— and this 
1 was allowed to report by the Paki- 
stani censor— the Bengali troops 
and paramilitary units stationed in 
Kast Pakistan mutinied ' and 
attacked non-Bengalis with atroci- 
ous savagery. 

Thousands of families of unfor- 
tunate Muslims, many of them 
refugees from Bihar who chose 
Pakistan at the time of the parti-/ 
Hon riots in li>47, were .mercilessly 
wiped out. Women were rapeu 
or had their breasts torn out witii 
specially-fashioned knives. Children 
did not escape the horror: the 
, lucky ones were killed with their 
parents; but many thousands of 
others must go through what lu> 
remains for them with eyes gouged 
out and limbs roughly amputated. 
More than 20,000 bodies of non- 
Bengalis have been found in the 
mam towns, such as Chittagong. 
Khuina and Jessore. The real toil 
1 was told everywhere in East Ben' 
ffi n H ha *e been as high as 
100,000; for thousands of non-Ben- 
gahs have vanished without a trace 
The government of Pakistan has 

horror. What it has suppressed is 
the second and worse horror which 
fdllowed When its own army took 
over the killing. West ftfosuft 
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The. interrogation proceeded 
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why were you run- 
time Ban. wild-eyed and 
" violently, could not 
buckled at the knees 
>ks like a fauii, sir," 
1 one jawanus Bari was 
his feet. (Fauji is the 
for soldier: the army 
the Bengali rebels it is 

I heard Rathore 

lan was clouted several 
the butt end of a rifle 
lously pushed against a 
rcifully his screams 
young head peeping 
rtiadows of a nearby hut. 
^uted something in 
The head .vanished, 
later a bearded old man 
from the hut. 
on him. 



know this man? '* 
tjahib. He is Abdul Bari." 
ja fauji? " 

drib, he is a tailor from 

,ie the truth." 
i; Kassam (God's oath), 
fis a tailor." 

({Was a sudden silence. 
Jooked abashed as I told 
God's sake let him go 
$ proof do you want of 

[ice?" 

[jawans were apparently 
W and kept milling 
rt It was only after 1 
more interceded on his 
Rathore ordered Bari 
ised. By that time he 
impled, speechless heap 
But his life had been 

have not been as for- 
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ays as 1 travelled with 
of the- 9th Division 
[ers ^at Comitla I wit- 
ff close quarters the 
f the killing. I saw 
intted from village to 
door to door, shot ofl- 
a cursory "short-arm 
showed they were un- 
I have heard the 
men bludgeoned to 



heavy hand of the army. And the 
army is dominated bv the Punjabis 
who traditionally despise and dis- 
like the Bengalis. 

The break is so complete today 
that few Bengalis will willingly be 
seen in the company of a West 
Pakistani. 1 had a distressing ex- 
perience of this kind during mv 
visit to Dacca when 1 went to visft 
an old friend " I'm sorry," he told 
me as he turned away, "things 
have changed. The Pakistan that 
you and \ knew has ceased to 
exist. Let us put it behind us." 

Hours later a Punjabi armv 
officer, talking about the massacre 
of the non-Bengalis before the 
army moved in, told me: "Thev 




General Tikka Khan, East BenqaVs 
military governor. 



destructive course.'* ^ 

Others. speaking privately, 
were more blunt in seeking justi- 
fication. 

"The Hindus had completelv 
undermined the Muslim masses 
with their money." Col. Nairn, of 
Wh Division headquarters told me 
in the officers mess at ComilJa. 
I hey bled the province white 
Money, food and produce flowed 
across the borders to India. In 
some eases they made up more 
than half the teaching staff in the 
colleges and schools, and sent 
their own children to be educated 
m Calcutta. It had reached the 
point where Bengali culture was 
in fact Hindu culture, and East 
Pakistan was virtually under the 
control of the Marwari business- 
men in Calcutta. We have to sort 
them out to restore the land to the 
people, and the people to ihoir 
Kaith." 

Or take Major Bashir lie came 
up Irom the ranks. He is SSO of 
the flth Division at Comilla and he 
boasts of a personal bodycount of 
He had his own reasons fur 
what lias happened. "This is ;i 
war between the pure and the im- 
pure," he informed me over a cup 
of green tea. "The people here 
may have Muslim names and call 
themselves Muslims. But thev arc 
Hindus at heart. You won't 
beJicve that the mauln* (mulla) of 
the Cantonment mosque here 
issued a fathwa (edict) during 
Friday prayers that the people 
would attain jmutt (paradise) if 
they killed West Pakistanis. We 
•sorted the bastard out and we are 
now sorting out the others. Those 
who are left will be real, Muslims. 
We will even teach them ; Urdu." 

Everywhere I found officers and 
men fashioning imaginative gar- 
ments of justification from the 
fabric of their o\wi pre- 
judices Scapegoats had to be 
found to legitimise,. even for their 
own consciences, the dreadful 
" solution " to what in essence was 
« political problem: the Bengalis 
won the election and wanted to 
rule The Punjabis, whose ambitions 
and interests have dominated 
government policies since the 
founding of Pakistan in 1947 
would brook no erosion of their 

po ^£ r .T he arm * v backed them up. 

Officials privately justify what 
has been done as a retaliation for 
the massacre of the non-Bengalis ' 
before the army moved in. But 



from the Jaganath Hall, where the ' 
Hindu university students lived 
^fe.J" 8 ^ the obliteration of 
JM0 Hindu colonies, built around 
Uie temples on Ramna racecourse 
and a third in Shakrepali, in the 
heart of the old city. Lr does it 
explain why the sizeable Hindu 
populations of Dacca and the neigh- 
bouring industrial town of Kara- 
•^P^J *h°yW have vanished so 
<ompletely during the round-the- 
| lock curfew on March 26 and 27 
I here is similarly no trace of scores 
o Muslims who were rounded up 
during the curfew hours. These 
people were eliminated in £ 
planned operation: an improvised 

ivsults y different 
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a man 'disposed' 



louring Dacca on April .15 I 
[ound the heads of four students 
ying rotting on the roof of the 
Iqbal Hall hostel. " The caretaker 
said they had been killed on the 
night of March 25. I also found 
hoavy traces of blood on the two 
staircases and in four of the rooms 
^htnd Iqbal Hall a large residen- 
tial building seemed to have been 
singled out for special attention bv 
the army. The walls were pitted 
with bullet holes and a foul smell 
still lingered on the staircase, 
although it had been heavilv 
powdered with DDT. Neighbours 
said the bodies of 23 women and 
children had been carted away only 
hours before^ They had been de< 
composing on the roof since 
March 25. It was only after much 
questioning 'that I was able to 
ascertain that the victims belonged 
to the near-by Hindu shanties. . 
They had sought shelter in the 1 
building as the army closed in. 

THIS LS GENOCIDE conducted 
with amazing casualties^. Sitting \ 
in the office of Major Agha. 
M a rt i a I Law Administrator' 
of Comilla City, on the morning of 
April 19, 1 saw the off-hand manner 
in which sentences were meted out. I 
A Bihari sub-inspector of police f 
had walked in with a list of I 
continued on next page !' 



I THE POLITICS EXPLAINED : W HY YAHYA SENT IN THE TROOPS 



who have died of famine 
disease. 

Reacting to the almost success- 
ful breakaway of the province 
vyhich ihas more than half thv 
country s population, General 
YanyaiKnans military governmcn 
is pus|ing through its own " final 
solution' of the East Bengal 
problem. MI 

T.C* W p ^ detennill ed to -cleanse 

thf*K ak l? ta ? once and for of 
the threat of secession, even if i\ 

means killing off two million people 
and ruling the province a colony 
for 30 years," I wjas repeatedly told 
by senior military and civil officers 
in Dacca and Comilla. | 

The West Pakistan army in East 
Bengal is doing exactly that with a 
terrifying thoroughness. 

I I 

WE HAD BEEN racing against the 
sitting- sun .after a visit to 
Cfhandpur (the West Pakistan 
army prudently . stays indoors at 
night in East Bengal) when one of 
the jaivans (privates) crouched in 
the back , of the Toyota Land 
Cruiser called out sharply- 
"There's a man running, Sahib/ 
Major Rathore brought the 
vehicle t6 an abrupt halt, simul- 
taneously reaching for the Chinese- 
made light machine-gun propped 
against the door. Less than 
200 yards away a man could be 
seen loping through the knee-high 
paddy. 



PAKISTAN, the pre- 
dominantly M u s 1 1 m 
nation which resulted 
from the partition of the 
British Raj in '1947. con- 
slsts of two separate 
territories, divided bv a 
thousand miles of India. 




West Pakistan (main 
city Karachi) has always 
dominated the divided 
nation, not only in terms 
or wealth but also bv its 
control of the institu- 
tions of government. It, 
in turn, is dominated bv 




SENT IN THE TROOPS 



the Urdu-speaking Pun- 
jabis, who run the army. 

East Pakistan (main 
city Dacca), populated 
by ti»e Bengalis, with 
their own distinct Ben- 
Kali language, covers an 
area less than a fifth the 
M/je. but has a somewhat 
larger population than 
West Pakistan. .Most of 
the nation's Hindu 
minority of around eight 
million was concentrated 
In East Pakistan. 

Toward* the end «f 
the 1960s the discontent 
of the impoverished 
Bengalis of East Pakistan 
found expression in the 
rapid growth of the 
Awami League. This is 
devoted to achieving 
some degree of fndepen 
dence from West Paki 
stan. Its leader was 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. 

With the resignation in 
March, 1970, of Pakistan's 
military dictator. Ayub 
Khan, came the Awami 
League's chance. Ayub 
Khan's successor. General 
Yahya Khan, determined 
to hand over power to a 
democratically - elected 
civilian government, 
which would draw up a 
new constitution. On 
the principle of "one 



man one vote/' East Paki 
stan would gain a "domin- 
ant say in the govern- 
ment, because of its 
greater population. 

This was the subset 
Miient course of events; 
DECEMBER 7, 1970 : 
The Pakistan general 
elections gave Sheikh 
MujlbN Awami League 
Ni7 out of the UM 
East Pakistan seats 
in the constituent 
assembly— an absolute 
majority for the whole 
of Pakistan. This put 
them within easy 
reach of winning home 
rule for the Bengalis. 
FEBRUARY 13. 1971 : 
President Yahya Khan 
announced that the 
constituent assembly 
will meet on March 3. 
FEBRUARY 15 : Z. A 
Bhutto, leader of 
majority party in West 
Pakistan, said he 
would boycott the 
assembly unless there 
was a prior agreement 
between East and 
West on a constitu- 
tional formula. 
MARCH 1 : Yahya post- 
poned the assemblv 
meeting. Increasingly, 
calls for a fullv inde- 
pendent Bengali state 



m East Pakistan— 
BangJa Desh — wert 
heard from Bengalis. 
Sheikh Mujib caller! 
only for 1 civil dis- 
obedience. 
MARCH fi : President 
tahya set March 25 
as a new date for 
assembly meeting. 
MARCH 7: Mujib said 
he would not attend 
unless martial law was 
withdrawn. 
MARCH 25: West Paki- 
stan troops struck to 
control Dacca and 
Chittagong in antici- 
pation of a Bengali 
mutiny. 
MARCH 26: Many 
Bengalis killed by the 
troops in Dacca, but 
elsewhere Bengalis 
started to massacre 
non-Bengalis. Refugees 
—including at first 
many Muslims — tegan 
to leave East Bengal. 
MARCH 28— APRIL 12: 
9th and 16th divisions 
flown to East Bengal. 
EARLY MAY: Second 
wave of refugees, this 
time overwhelming 
Hindus, began to leave. 
MAY 30: Third Mavc of 
refugees pour out; 
cholera broke out in 
refugee camps., 
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WHY THE REFUGEES FLED: lie first 
full eye-witness report of thelhorror 
en the troops went into E.(>akistan 



prisoners being leld in 



lock-up. -| Agha 



looked 



Then, with a flict of his pencil, he 
casually 'ticked ofT four n;mies on 



four to 



lie police 
it over. 



mo this 
said. Ho 
'lie pencil 
and bring 
n." 

iad been 
of coconut 



the list 

"Bring, these , 

evening fdr disposal." Ik 
looked at the list 1 again. 
Hieked once more. r 
this thief along jw t |h the 

The death sentence 
pronounced over! a gla 
milk. I was informed that two of 
the prisoners were Hindus, the 
third a "student*; and the fourth 
an Awami leagufe organ isejv Tim 
" thief," it transpired, v as a lad 
named Sebastian who had been 
caught . moving ! the household 
effects of a -Hindu i'rieifui to his 
own house. j , 1 

Later that evefnmg 1 Sav? these 
men, their hands and legs tied 
loosely with a'sjingle ro u\ being 
led down the rdad. to the Circuit 
House compound. A ti tie after 
curfew, which w|as at (i /clock, a 
flock, of squawkling nm ah birds 
were disturbed ii j their piay 1 by the 
thwacking 'sound; of wooden clubs 
meeting bone and flesh. j 

CAPTAIN A2MAT of the baluch 
Regiment had t\v l o claims \o fame 
according to the mess bartej. One 
was his job as A!DC to Major-Gen 
ShaukatiKaza, conmiandmg officer 
of the 9th Drvisiojm The other was 
thrust on him bv ,his colleagues' 
egging. !' 

Ajsmat, it transpired; was the 
only officer in the group who had 
not made; a "kill." .Major Bashir 
needled him mercilessly. 

u Cqme on Azinat," Bashir told 
'him one night, 1 we are going to 



'nrrain* s rnrm oTi'T0Tr~ 
we 'will see how vou 
them run. ft's-scj easy. 

jTp j underscore] the ' 
vveiit .into one of his 



point 



Ioj g 



^mmmvr 
em make 



■■■ \ 

; Li ' c :?J- Kaig'was a popular art if. 
; lery officer who had done a stint 
in China after tjie India-Pakistan 
war when units ; of the. Pakistan 
army were converting ! to Chinese 
equipment He was said U. ho a 
proud family man. II 0 also loved 
ilowers. He told me with uncon- 
cealed pride that during a previous 
posting at Comilla he had brought 
jf rom China the giant scarlet water- 
lilies thai adorn the pond opposite 
headquarters. Major Bashir adored 
hnn. Kxtolling one officer's 
decisiveness, Baslur toid im that . 
once they had caught a rebel oflieejA 
there was. a big fuss about whit) 
should be done with him. " WM V 
the others were telephoning aiftver 
lor instructions," he sai<Qj " he 
solved the problem. Dhor (}ui f u 
Only the man's foot was left stick- 
ing out of the ditch " 



had uscapt-d before the arm. came 
Others., like the man anions the 
coconut trees, were slow to kcI 
away 

As we drove on. Major liathore 
said, ''They brought it on them- 
selves.' I said it was sureiv toi 
terrible a vengeance on innocent 
People ior the acts oj a handfu 
nt rehei.s He did not answer 



A IjjiW HOUiS later when ue 
\\>^c again passing through 
back from 
first exposure 
of a "kill and 



Bashir 
g| spiels 



II IS HARD to imagine so much 
brutality in the^idst of so much 
beauty-. Comilla was blooming 
when 1 went there towards the 
end of April. > The rich given 
' carpet ol rice paddies spreading 
Jo the horizon urn both sides of 
the road was broken: here and 
there . by bright splashes of red 
I hat was the Got Mohor, aptlv 
■ dubbed the " Flame of the Forest *" 
j coming to full bloom. 'Mango and 
; coconut trees in the villages 
dotting the countryside were heavy 
; with fruit. Kven the terrier-sized 
: goats skipping across the road gave 
evidence of the abundance of 
nature in Bengal. " The only wav 
vou can tell the male from the 
female," they told me, " is that all 
the she-goats are pregnant." 



rRrenand murder 
ftheir vengea nce 



IlVjiganj on the way 
V hand pur. J had mv fir: 
to the savagery 
burn mission " ' 

We were still caught up in the 
aftermath ol a tropical storm which 
had hit the are* that afternoon. 
A heavy overcast made ghost Iv 
shadows on the mosque towering 
above the (own Light driz/.ie was 
beginning to wet the uniforms ol 
Captain A/liai and the lour 
}<unms r;d;ng in the exposed escort 
jeep behind us 

We turned a corner and found 
a convoy of trucks parked ouUidc 
I he mosque. I counted seven, all 
filled with jairans in batticdress 
At the head of the column was a 
jeep. Across the road two men, 
supervised by a third, were trving 
lo batter down the door of 'one 
of more than a hundred shuttered 
shops lining the road. The studded 
teak wood door was beginning to 
give under the combined assault of 
Iwo axes as Major liathore brought 
the Toyota to a halt 
41 What the hell are you doing''" 
The tallest of the trio, who was 
supervising the break-in. turned 
and peered at us. 'Worn." ( l^ttvV 
he shouted. " what the heil do vou 
lb ink we are doing' 1 " 

Recognising the voice. Katimie 
grew a water-melon smile, it was 
ho informed me, his old friend 
" Ifty "—Major Iftikhar of the 12th 
Frontier Pm-co PifW- 



JUthis point liathore was begin 
HUM, to get anxious about the 
gatfl^riug darkness So we drove 
on.j»[ ■ f 

Afien I chanced Uo meet Major 
IftjMar the next day he ruefully 
toimne, " I burnt < nly sixtv houses 
II -JI' hadn't rained I would have 
■gotfjJShc whole bloody lot." Q 
Approaching a village a.^eX 
'mi K from Mudarfarganj we Wre 
lorded to a halt bv what apoeared 
to J6e a nvan crouching against a 
min wall, One of the iawans 
pied it might be a fauji 'sniper. 
I ai tor careful scouting it turned 
[to be a lovely young Hindu 
gun; She sat there with the 
pla Jidity of her people, waiting for 
knows vvh( > One of the jawans 
been ten years with the East 
Stan Uiftes and could speak 
ar Bengali. He was told to 
r her into the village. She 
bled something in reply, but 
red where she was, but was 
Ted a second time She was 
fitting there as we drove away, 
[e has." I was informed, 
here to go— no family, no 

Jtajor Iftikhar was one of seviral 
others assigned to kill and bAirn 
minions . They- moved in alter 
the - rebels had been cleared by*thc 
arity with the freedom to cohib* 
out] and destrov Hindus knd 
"njftcreants" (the official jargon 
foitfebels) and to burn down every - 
thiife in the areas from which the 
arrjjc had been fired at. 

ifcs lanky Punjabi officer liked 
to Talk about his job. Biding with 
Ijtj.thar to the Circuit House in 
Co 'hiJJa on another occasion he 
tol, me about his latest exploit. 

We got - an old- one,*'- - he s*id — 
" T;,;e bastard had grown a beard 
an.« t was posing as a devout. Muslim. 
, Kv|s( .called himself Abdul Manan. 
Hui: ,we gave him a medical inspec- 



make a man of; you. Tomorrow 
wo will .see how you o*n make 
them run. It's sd easy." 

To underscore , the point Bashir 
went into one of his lor g spiels 
Apart from his; duties as SSO. 
Bashir was also " education officer " 
at Headquarters. : He was the onlv 
Punjabi officer I (found who could 
speak Bengali fluent 1 v. By general 
agreement Bashir was alio; a self 
taught bore who gloried lin the 
sound of his own- voice. 

A dhari walla (bearded man) 
we were told, had come to see 
Bashir that morning to inquire 
about his brother, "a prominent 
Awami League organiser of Comilla 
who . had been nested by The army 
some days earner. i)hor nam 
Bashir said he told him: "he has 
run away." The old man couldn't 
comprehend how his Lrother could 
havfe escaped on a broken leg 
Neither could jj. So Majot Bashir, 
with a broad wi-nk. enlightened me. 

The record won hi show Dh nt 
aaya: "shot wh !e eseapn^.** 



I NEVER DID Ld out 
Captain Azmat go[ his I 
rebel Bengali forces who 
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The 
bad dim 



kill 



tire and murder 
their vengean ce 

In one of the most crowded areas 
of the entire world— Comilla dis- 
trict has a population density of 
1,900 to the square mile— onl\ 
man was nowhere to be seen 

"Where are the Bengalis*'" 1 
had asked my escorts in the 
strangely empty streets of 
Dacca a few days earlier "fhev 
have gone to the villages." was the 
stock reply. Now. in the country- 
side, there were still no Bengali's 
v Comilla town, like Dacca, was 
• heavily shuttered. And in ten 
■miles on the road to Laksham, 
^past silent villages, the peasants I 
saw could have been counted on 
the lingers of both hands 
; There were, of course, soldiers- 
hundreds of unsmiling men in 
khaki, each with an automatic rifle 
jAccording to orders, the rilte. 
| never left their hands. The roads 
I arc constantly patrolled bv touch 
! tngger-happy men. Wherever ihe 
army is, you won't find Kenuali.s 
Martial law orders, consianilv 



irutiK we are aoing- 

Recognising (he voice. Kathmv 
grew a water-melon smile It was 
ho informed me. his old friend 
■■ Ifty 1 '— Major Iftikhar of the latli 
frontier Force Rifle> 

Kathore: " I thought >omeone 
was looting." 

Iftikhar: " Looting'.' No We are 
ok\ kill and burn " 
j Waving t hi s hand' to take in the 
shops, he said he was goiii<» to 
c|estro\ the lot 

Rathoro: " Mow manv did' von 
get?" 

Iftikhar smiled bashfully 
Kathore: " Come on How m<m\ 
did \ou get"" 

t Iftikhar: "Only twelve And hv 
dod we were lucky to get them 
We would have lost those, too, if 
hadn t sent my men from the 

back *' 

. Prodded by .Major Kathore. 
Iftikhar then went on to describe 
vividly how after much searching 
iif Hajiganj he had discovered 
twelve Hindus hiding in a house 
mi the outskirts of the town These 
had been " disposed of " \ow 
Major Iftikhar was or, the second 
part ol his mission: burn 

By thi.s time Hie shop's duor bad 

Anthony MnomJi^ 



IftVc got an old one,' 1 he said 
me bastard had grown a beard 




stunted tip for 

in, it Feni, sevenly miles horth of 
Chittagong on [he highway to 



Comilla, had tieu «w», 
Division by destroying 



bridges and cul v 
General Raza was 



the 

all 



rts in tie area, 
getting hell from 



•n Command at Dacca which 

"eS^iuvborder sealed against escap. 
,ing, rebels. It waf also desperately 
urgent to open this onlv land route 
:to .;the ..north lo much-needed 
supplies that had. been vlhnk u\> 



0th 
the 



repeated on the radio and in the 
I ress, proclaim the death penalty 
or anyone caught - in the act oY 
sabotage If a road is obstructed 
r a bridge damaged or destroyed, 
11 houses within 100 yards ofthe 
pot are 'liable to be demolished 

[, The practice is evjeth more 
flctrnblc than anything tjhe words 
■ <|ould suggest. - Punitive (action " 
f something that the 'Beivgilis have 



Ithoneif " jmtee rally " at iMhslium. 

been demolished and we found 
ourselves looking into one of those 
tiny catch-all establishments which, 
fn tne.se parts, go under the title 
Medical & Stores." Under the 
Bengali lettering the signboard 

, -Ashok Medical ^& Stores ,v Lower- 
down was painted "Prop. A. M 

th^nn } ir , B ?? 0 : Iike '»» rest of 
the people of Hajiganj. had locked 



tioti 
I 

(?ni 
me 



;V lc Mwas posing as a devout Muslim 
Kv# -called himself Abdul Manan 
Bufjwe gave him a medical inspec- 
|-;md the game was up," 
J ilehar continued: " I wanted to 
h, him there and then. 'but my 
; told me such a -bastard 
deserved three shots. So I gave 
hinfl one m the balls, then one 
He stomach. Then 1 finished 
ofT with a shot in the head." 
j) en I left Major Iftikhar he wa> 
heated north to Brahmanbaria. His 
mission another kill and burn 

jKWUKUIKD WITH TKKROK 
Bengalis have one of two 
tions. Those who can run 
r fust seem to vanish Whole 
s ha\e been tbandoned as the 
y approached. Those who can t 
|tdopt a cringing servilitv which 
-.-,! adds humiiialion to (hen 
plight 

hrsl? i!Udpiir a " oxampU> of tho 
| the past this kev river port 
<m j£he Meghna was noted lor its 
thr.ying business houses and <;a\ 
At ln ^ a thousands of small 
eointry boats am-nored on the 
"vi-Ks edge made it a fairvland of 
lims On Aprii 18 Chandpur was 
girted. No people, 1 no boats 
Haff y one per cent of the popula- 
tion mad remained. The rest, parti 
culffly Ihe Hindus who constituted 
nefjly half the population, had fled. 

ticMdly they had left behind 
thousands of Pakistani Hags flut- 
tei#ig from every house t shop and 
mc, top. The effect was like a 
n a* tonal day celebration without 
thii't. crowds. It onlv served to 
emphasise the haunted look. 
'Ho flags Were bv way of 

Simehow the word had got 
aro nd thats tho army considered 
anv ^structure without a Pakistani 
Hagjto be hostile and consequently 
to vjp destroyed. It did not matter 
howjthe Pakistani flags were m^de, 
so l^ing as they were adorned vyith 
Ihejjcrescent and star So t|iev 
m all sr/es. shapes ind 
firs. Some flaunted blue fields, 
hid ol rhe regulation gre'en 
piously they had been hastily 
put||ogether with the same material 
had been used for the blue 
Jla Desh flag. Indeed blue 
fetani flags were more common * 
~ r' the ^ reen * T he scelie in 
ChaUdpur was repeated in 
HajHanj. Mudarfarganj, Kasba, 
Lfmanbaria; all ghost towns gay, 
*; flags. 



Alparade' and 



eastern Dora-er seaiea against escap- 
ing rebels. It vva;; also dedporatelv 
urgent to open this oniv la ml route 
to : the north to much-needed 
supplies that hac been pjling up 
in the port at Cljitiagongj 

So General Kaz£ was understand- 
ably waspish !]e flew ever the 
areja almost daily. He also spent 
hours haranguing) the brigidc thai 
■was bogged downiaPFeni* Captain 
Aznjiat, as usual, vjt'as the (ieneral's 
s.haftyw.. I did m\i see hit i again 
But' if experience is anv pointer, 
Azmat probably ft ad to sweat out 
his " kill " — and the rage ng— for 1 
another three weeks, li Va s onlv 



on May 8 that the! 



9th Division was 



able* to clear Feinj and tine sur- 
rounding area. By! then the Bengali 
rebels, forced out bv relentless 
bombing and artillery barrages, had 
escaped with their weapons across 
the ffgjghbouring border inr.o India 
The escape of su:h large numbers 
, of armed, hard-core regulars among 
the Bemgali, rebels was a matter of 
grave '^concern tc Lt.-Col Aslam 
Baig tl p-1 at 9th Division head- 
quartos. " The; Indians." he 
exp)aih$5d, will obviously mt allow 
them to settle there. li would 
be po idangerou.v So thev will 
be allowed in on sufferance as 
long' as^'they keep making sorties 
acrojss; the border. , Unless we can 
Kill them off. we are going to have 
.serious trouble fqr a long time" 



1 The practice is even more 
terrible than anything the word* 
Could suggest. "Punitive action" 
something that the Bengalis ha\e 
tfonie to dread. 

: We saw what this meant 
when wv were approaehmc 
Hajiganj. which straddles the road 
to Chandpur. on the moraine of 
April 17 A low miles, before 
Hajiganj. a 1 5-foot bridge had 
been damaged the previous night 
by rebels who were still active' in 
the area. According to Major 
ilalhore (G-2 Ops.) ;t n arm'v unit 
Had immediately been sent out to 
take punitive action tony spirals 
of smoke could be seen on all sides 
ujp to a distance of a quarter of a 
mile from the damaged bridge 
And as we carefuUy drove over a 



down was painled " Prop A M 
ose. ' Mr Hose, like the rest ol 
the people of Hajiganj. had locked 
and run 

.. lM , l™»t of the shop (t Miiail 
display cabuici was crammed mth 
patent medicine*, euugh s\ nips 
some bottles ( ,1 mango squash 
m imitation jcwellerv. reels of 
coloured cotton (bread and packets 
<>f kmcker el'a.siu* Iftikhar kicked 
° 1 vt * r - s'lmsliinu the light wood 
work into kindling \Vxt he reached 
out for some jute shopping bag-, 
on one shelf Ho took some'plastic 
toys irom another A bundle of 
handkerchiefs and u small boll 
of red cloth joined the pile on the 
Moor^Oxftikhar heaped them all 
gejner and borrowed a box from 



tOL 



on 

1\, 



bjed ot wooden boards, with which nfv%<>ta 
it had been hastily rt*™-*™* » - ) 
cpuld see houses hi 
the right beginning to eatci<& t 
i;At the back of , the VillageQome 
j(ticans were spreading the flames 
wjith dried coconut frpnds Thev 
niake excellent kindling and are 
normally used for cobking. We 
ejiuld also see a bocfv sprawled 
between the coconut frees at the 
entrance to the village. On the 
o|her side of the rdad another 
village m the rice paddies showed 
evidence of the lire that had gutted 
more than a dozen bjamboo and 
huts Hundreds of villagers 



■ v ne of the jatrmis sitting in our 
The jairatt had ideas of his 



mat 



uumua. uiui wrjucn Q\ J • J il " ,UI « ideas of his 
tastily repaired, wey ; ° w »' Jumping from the vehicle he 
es in the village on ™ n to the sIl0 P and tried to pull 
tining to eatch<$re clown one of the umbrellas ham*. 

~r *u„ J^i» — mg from the tow ceiling of the 

shop Iftikhar ordered him out 

Looting, he was sharpiv 
reminded, was against orders. 

Iftikhar soon had a lire going ' 
He threw burning jute bags into 
one corner of the shop, the holt 
ol cloth into another The shop 
began to blaze. Within minutes 
we could hear the crackle ol flames 
behind shuttered doors as the tire 
spread to the shop on the left 
then on to the next one 



A f parade' and 
a,|cnowing wink 

lijksham was an example ol the 
otlujr reaction: cringing 

Mien I drove into Hie town the 
moii fling alter it had been cleared 
of tjjle rebels, all I could see was 
iln'fjnuy and literally thousands 
of Bfhkislani Hags The major m 
chaise there had camped in the 
polike. station, and it was there thai 
Majjfr liathore took us Mv col 
learfjie. a Pakistani TV cameraman. 
had,4to make a propaganda film 
about the " return fo normatcv " in 
Lakjlbam-~one of '.the endless series 
broadcast daily showing welcome 
parities and "peace meetings." 

I pondered how he could manage 
it, t?bt the Major said it would be 
^veat. "There are enough of 
bastards left to put on a gopd 
- Give me 20 minutes." I 
feutenant Javed of the SSfth 
ph was assigned the task ^>f 
,ping up a crowd He callfed 
: a an elderly bearded man who 
apparently been brought in iW 
Zoning The man. who later 
his "name as Moulana Said 
immad Saidul Huq. insisted he 
l a " staunch Muslim Leaguer 
riot from the Avvami League." 
Muslim League led the move- 



merit for an independent Pakistan 
in U(47.) He was all too tracer to 
please. " f will very definitely get 
you at least HO men in 20 minutes." 
he told Javvd. Hut ii' \ou ^ive me 
two hours i wil! bring 200." 

Moulana Saidul Huq was as good 
as his word. We liad hardly drunk 
our fill of the deliriously refresh- 
ing coconut milk that had been 
thoughtfully supplied bv the 
Major when he heard shouts in 
the distance. " Pakistan zinda- 
bad! M "Pakistan armv zindabad! " 
"Muslim League zindabad! M they 
were chanting. (Zindahad is Urdu 
for "Long live!") Moments later 
they marched into view, a motley 
crowd of about 50 old and decrepit 
men and knee-high children, all 
waving Pakistani (lags and shout- 
ing at the top of their voices. U. 
Javed gave me a knowing wink. 

Within minutes the "parade" 
had grown into a "public meet- 
ing" complete with a make-shift 
public address system and a 
rapidly multiplying group of 
would-be speakers. 

Mr Mahbub - ur Kahman ua* 
pushed forward to make the 
address of -welcome to the armv 
He introduced himself as " N.K. 
College professor of Knglish and 
Arabic, who had also tried for 
History and is a life-time member 
of the great Muslim League 
Party.*' 

Introduction oyer. Mahhub-ur- 
Hahman gave fojth with gusto. 
" Punjabis and Bengalis," he said, 
" had united for Pakistan and we 
had our own traditions and culture. 
But we were terrorised by the 
Hindus and the Awami Leaguers 
and led astray. Now we thank God 
that the Punjabi so(diers have saved 
us. They are the best soldiers in the 
world a;nd heroes of humanity. We 
love and respect jlhem from the 
bottom of our hearts." And so on. 
interminably, in the same vein. 

After the •'meeting' 1 I asked 
the Major what he thought about 
the, speech. "Serves the purpose." 
he said;, "but 1 don't trust that 
bastard.; LI! put him on my list." 

THIS A(H)NV of Kjjtst Bengal is not 
over. Perhaps thc> worst is vet to 
come, 'fhe army ks determined to 
go on until the "clean-up" is com- 
plete So far the Ijob is onlv half 
done Tjvo divisions of the Pakistan 
Army, tjhe 9th and the 16th, were 
flown ojut from West Pakistan to 
" sort out " the Bengali rebels and 
the Hindus. This] was a consider- 
able logistical feat for a country of 
Pakistah's resources. More than 
25,000 men were moved from the 
west to the east. On March 28 the 
two divisions were given 48 hours 
notice to move. They were brought 
by train to Karacii from Kharian 
and Multan. Carrying only light bed 
rolls ant! battle pa:ks (their equip, 
ment was to foll>w by sea) the 
troops were flown out to Dacca bv 
PIA. the nationals *irline. Its fleet] 
of seven Boeings was taken srfLf 
international and domestic routes 
and flew the long haul via Ceyipni 
continuously for .4 da vs. A few 
Air Force transport aircraft helped. 
The I' roops wjW into action 



I 



immediately with equipment 
borrowed from the 1 4th Division 
which tiil then constituted the 
Kastern Command. The !»th Divi- 
sion, operating irojn Comiila, was 
ordered to seal the border in tlu* 
cast against the movement of rebels 
and their supplies. The J6lh Divi* 
sum, with headquarters at Jessorc. 
had a similar task in the Western 
sector of the province. They com- 
pleted these assignments by the 
third week of May. With the rebels 
— those who have not been able to 
escape to India — boxed in a ring of 
steel and tire, the two army divi- 
sions are beginning to converge in 
a relentless comb-out operation. 
This will undoubtedly mean that, 
the terror experienced in the 



border areas will now spread to the 
middle. It coulo also be more pain- 
ful. The human targets will have 
nowhere to run to. 

On April 20 Lt.-Col. Baiy. rh'o 
flower-loving G-l of the 9th' Divi- 
sion, thought that the comb-out 
would take two months, to the 
middle of June. Bui this planmou 
seems to have misfired. The rebel 
lorces. using guerrilla tactics, have 
not been subdued as easilv as the 
army expected. Isolated and appar- 
ently uuco-ordinated. the rebels 
have nonetheless bogged down the 
Pakistan Army in marry places bv 
the systematic destruction of roads 
and railways, without which the 

continued tut ite.rt page 
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E REFUGEES FLED 

<7» ' I! outpouring of foreign aid—and armv has h 



..las, hopelessly behind! 
schedule. N6w the monsoon 
threatens to shut down the military, 
operation with three months of! 
cloudbursts. 

<FOr the frainy season, the 
Pakistan Government obtained 
from China in< the second week of 
May nine shallow-draught river 
gunboats. More are to come. 
These 80-ton gunboat*, yvith mas- 
sive firepower will take over some 
Of the responsibilities hitherto! 
allotted to the air fonje and artil- 1 
lery, which will not be as effective 
when it rains, They will be sup- 
ported by sevdral hundred country- 
craft which have been requisitioned 
and converted for milijtary use by 
the addition j>f outbojird motors.- 
The army intends to take to the' 
water in pursuit of the rebels. 



Colonisation of 
Ejast Bengal 



There is also the clejar prospect 
of famine, because of the break-: 
down of the distribution system. 
Seventeen of the 23 districts of 

East Pakistan are norjnally short ■ *», utuca,. 

of food and have to be Supplied b>\ making thousands /of- new 
massive imporjs of rice ; and wheat, for the Governm^r every day and 



outpouring of foreign aid — and 
with it the prospect of external 
inspection of distribution methods. 
That would make it impossible to 
conceal from the jvorld the scale 
of the pogrom. So the hungry will 
be left to die until the clean-up is 
complete. 

Disbussing the problem in his 
plush air-conditioned office in 
Karachi recently the chairman of 
the Agricultural , Development 
Hank, Mr Qarni, .said bluntly: 
"The famine is the result of their 
ads of sabotage. So let them die. 
Perhaps then the Bengalis will 
come to their senses." 

Tiff: MILITARY GOVERNMENTS 
East Bengal policy is so apparently 
contradictory and self-defeating 
that it would seem to justify the 
assumption that the men who rule 
Pakistan cannot make up their 
minds. Having committed the 
initial error of resorting to force, 
the Government, on this view, is 
stubbornly and stupidly muddling 
through. 

There is, superficially, logic in 
this reasoning. 

On the one hand, it is true that 
there is no let up in the reign of 
terror. The policy of subjugation 
is certainly being piwshed with 
vigour in East Ben-pT This is 
- c - enemies 



army has been 
obliteration of 



and still is the^ 
every trace of 



This will not be possible this year 
because of lie civil war. Six 
major bridges and thousands of 
smaller ones have been destroyed, 
making the roads impassable in 
many places. The railway system 
Jias been similarly disrupted, 
.though the government! claims it is 
" almost normal." 

The road and 1 rail tracks between 
the port of (thittagong and the 
north have b^en completely dis- 
rupted by th$ rebels: who hefd 
Feni, a key roajd and rail junction, 
until May 7. Food stocks cannot 
move because of this devastation. : 
In normal times only 15; per cent of j 
food movements from jChittagong 



making only definitive the 

separation trfMhe two wings of 
Pakistan. 

On the(jTthe% hand, no govern- 
ment could be unaware that this 
policy must fail. (There are just 
not enough West Pakistanis to hold 
down the much greater numbers in 
East Bengal indefinitely.) For hard 
administrative and economic 
reasons, and because of the crucial 
consideration of external develop- 
ment assistance, especially from 
America, it will be necessary to 
achieve a political settlement as 
quickly as possible. President 
Yahya Khan's Press conference on 
May 25 suggests . that he acknow- 
ledges the force of these factors: 



' to upcountry areas were made by ■ the f j )r E e of l ^ se fact ^s: 

boat. The remaining 85 per cent ' C nd , he , said he would . an.noun.ee 
was moved by road and jrail. Even a £ Ian representative govern- 
100. per cent increase in the effec- the nuddIe of J A une - Jt 

tiveness of rijer movement will ^ ; fh ^ 11 p^ ct w J ^i d **f™ to ' nd *ate 
leave 70 per ce*t of the food stocks L^t Pakistan s military Govern- 
ijithe warehouses of Chittagong. i t ^ e " t • * paradoxically, in 

Two other (factors mi, t hp . d i rec . tlons ^ ? compound 



separatism in East Bengal. This 
proposition is upheld by the con- 
tinuing slaughter and by every- 
thing else that the government has 
done in both East and West Paki- 
stan since March 25. The decision 
was coldly taken by the military 
leaders, and they are going 
through with it— all too coldly. 

No meaningful or viable political 
solutionis possible in East Bengal 
while the pogrom continues. 

The crucial question is; will the 
killing stop? 

I was given the army's answer 
by Major-General Shaukat Raza, 
commanding officer of the 9th 
! Division, during our first meeting 
at Com ilia on April Hi. 

" You must be absolutely sure," 
he-said , "that we have not under- 
taken such a drastic and expensive 
operation — expensive both in men 
and money — for nothing. We've 
undcrfaken a job. We are going to 
finish it, not hand it over half done 
to the politicians so that they eah 
mess it up again. The army can't 
keep coming back like this every 
three or four years, it has a moref 
important task. I assure you thai 
when we have got through with 
what we are doing there will ncvetf 
be need again for such an opera- 
tion." 

Major-General Shaukat Raza isj 
one of the three divisional comJ 
manders in the field. He is in aj 
key position. He is ndt given to; 
talking through his hat. ! 

Significant ly, General Shaukat 
Kaza\s ideas were echoed by every 
military officer I talked to during 
my 10 days in East Bengal. And 
President Yahya Khan knows that 
the men who lead the troops 
on the ground are the rife facto 
arbiters of Pakistan's destiny. 

The single-mindedness of the 
army is underscored by the 
military operation itself. By any 
standard, it is a major venture. It 
is not something that can be 
switched on and off without the 
most grave consequences. 



i 



, Two other factors , mjust be 
added. One is large-scale hoard- 
ing of grain by people who have 
begun to anticipate the famine, 
fflls makes a light position infin- 
itely-more difficult. The other is the 
government of PakistaVs refusal 
p j acknowledge the danger of 
%nine publiclk Lt.-Gen. Tikka 
Khan, the military governor of 
East Bengal, acknowledged in a 
radip broadcast |on April 18 that he 
Was gravely j concerned, about 
Hod supplies. Since then the 
entire government machinery has 
been used to suppress i he fact of 
the food shortage. The reason is 
* -t a famine,) like the cyclone 
ore it, could jresult in a massive 



H.the gravest crisis in 'the country's 
m 24-year history. 

This is a widely held view.. It 
sounds logical. But is it true ? 
ij -My own view is .that it is not. 
; It has been my unhappy privilege 
to have had the opportunity to. 
observe at first hand both what 
iPakistan's leaders say in the West ' 
and what thev are doing in the 
East. i ; 

I think that in reality there is ho 
contradiction in the Government's 
East Bengal policy. East Bengal 
is being colonised. 

This is not an arbitrary opinion 
of mine. The facts- speak for 
themselves. 
The first consideration of the 

: / 



Army committed 
to remain 



The army has already .taken a 
terrible toll in dead and injured. 
It was privately said in Dacca that 
more officers have been killed than 
men and that the casualty list in 
East Benga'l already exceeds the 
losses in the India-Pakistan War of 
September, 1965. The' army will 
certainly not write off these 
" sacrifices " for illusory political ; 
considerations that have proved ■ 
to be so worthless in the past. 

Militarily--and it is soldiers who 
will be taking the decision-rto call 
a halt to the operation at this stage 
would be indefensible. It would 
only mean more trouble with the 
Bengali rebels. Implacable hatred 
has been displayed on both sides. 
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\st Bodortala hospital, Bashirahat, 
^,dia: a Hindu child who was shot 
both legs while fleeing the 
mntry with his mother. I His 
ther was shot dea<l. \ 

here can be no triice or negotiated 
rftj-tlement; . only total victory or 
r |t al defeat Time is on the side 
forthe Pakistan Army, not of the 
ijplajted, unco-ordinated and ill- 
luipped rebel groups. Other 
Tcumstances, such as an expanded 
inflict which takes in other 
Jwers, could of course alter the 
Tcture. But as it stands today the 
ikistan Army has no reason to 
W>t that it will eventually achieve 
ll objective. That is why the 
gjsualties are stolidly accepted. 
|^he enormous financial outlay 
ipeady made on the East Beggal 
;|£ration and its continuing heavy 
"St .also testify to the Govern- 
ftnt's determination. The reckless 
knner in which funds have been 
fure'd out makes clear that the j 
gjtitary hierarchy, having taken a 
pculated decision to use force, has 
feepted the financial outlay as a 
'cessary investment? It was not 
^ nothing' that 25,000^ soldiers 
|re airlifted to East Bengal, a 
tring arid , expensive exercise. 
Jese two divisions, the 9th and 
m 16th,**coristituted the military 
Serve' in Atyest Pakistan. They 
me now been replaced there by 
^pensive new recruitment. 



Tljie Chinese have helped with 
equipment, which is pouring down 
the jKarakorum highway. There is 
somfe evidence that the flood is 
slowjing down: perhaps the Chinese 
are [having second thoughts about 
their commitments to the military 
rulers of Pakistan. But the Paki- 
stan government has not hesitated 
to pay cash from the bottom of the 
foreign exchange barrel for more 
than $l-miIlion-worth of ammuni- 
tion ,to European arms suppliers. 

Conversations with senior 
military officers in Dacca, Rawal- 
pindi and Karachi confirm that 
they, see the solution to this prob- 
lem in the speedy completion of 
the East Bengal operation, not in 
terms of a puli-out. The monev 
required for that purpose now 
takes precedence over all other 
governmental expenditure. De- 
velopment has virtually come to a 
halt. 

In one sentence, the government 
is too far committed militarily to 
abandon the East Bengal operation, 
which it would have to do if it 
sincerely wanted a political solu- 
tion. President Yahya Khan is rid- 
ing on the back of a tiger. But he 
took a calculated decision to climb 
up there. 

SO THE ARMY is not going to 
pull out. The Government's policy 
for East Bengal was spelled out to 
me in the Eastern Command head- 
quarters at Dacca, it has three 
elements: — 



volunteers from West Pakistan. 
Biharis, instead of Bengalis, are 
also being used as the basic 
material for the police. They are 
supervised by officers sent out from 
West Pakistan and by secondment 
from the army. The new Super- 
intendent of Police at Chandpur 
at the end of April was a Military 
Police major. 

Hundreds of West Pakistani 
government civil servants, doctors, 
and technicians for the" radio, TV, 
telegraph and telephone services 
have already been sent out to East 
Pakistan. More are being encour- 
aged to go with the promise of 
one- and two-step promotions. But 
the transfer, when made, is obli- 
gatory. President Yahya recently 
issued an order making it possible 
to transfer civil servants to any 
part of Pakistan against their will. 

The universities 
'sorted out' 

I was told that all the Commis- 
sioners of East Bengal and the 
district Deputy Commissioners will 
in future be either Biharis or civil 
officers from West Pakistan. The 
Deputy Commissioners of the 
districts were said to be too closely 
involved with the Awami League 
secessionist movement. In some 
cases, such as that of the Deputy 
Commissioner of Comilia, they were 



colonjsa- 
pnceajled 
[sing, tor 
t Yahya 
lhan have 
tl support 

they are 



(1) The Bengalis have provedo^fl Ught shot J ha ' particular 
1 y) officer had incurred the wrath of 



themselves " unreliable " and musV 
be ruled by West Pakistanis;^ 

(2) The Bengalis will to 
be re-educated along proper 
Islamic lines. The " Islamisation 
of the masses "—this is the official 
jargon — is intended to eliminate 
secessionist tendencies and provide 
a strong religious bond with West 
Pakistan; 

(3) When the Hindus have been 
eliminated by death' and flight, 
their property will, be used as a 
golden carrot to win over the 
under-privileged Muslim middle- 
class. This will provide the base for 
erecting administrative and politi- 
cal structures in the future. 

This policy is being pursued 
with the utmost blatancy. 

Because of the mutiny, it has 
been officially decreed that there 
will not for the present be any 
further recruitment of Bengalis in 
the defence forces. Senior Air 
Forced and Navy officers, who were 
not in anyway involved, have been 
moved " as a precaution " to non- 
sensitive positions. Bengali fighter 
pilots', among them some of the 
aces of the Air Force, had the 
humiliation of being grounded and - 
moved to non-flying duties. Even 



PIA 
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air crews operating between 
two wings of the country 
been strained clean of 
Bengalis. 

The East Pakistan Rifles, once 
almost exclusively a Bengali para- 
military force, has ceased to exist 
since] the Mutiny. A new force 
the Civil Defence Force, has been 
raised ,by recruiting Biharis and 



the army on March 20 when he 
refused to requisition petrol and 
food supplies "without a letter 
from Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.'* 

The Government has also come 
down hard on the universities and 
colleges of East Bengal. They were 
considered the hot beds of con- 
spiracy and they are being " sorted 
out." Many professors have fled. 
Some have been shot. They will 
be replaced by fresh recruitment 
from West Pakistan. 

Bengali officers are also being 
weeded out of sensitive positions in 
the Civil and Foreign Services. All 
are currently being subjected to the 
most exhaustive screening. 

This colonisation process quite 
obviously does not work even half 
as efficiently as the administration 
wishes. I was given vivid'evidence 
of this by Major Agha, martial law 
administrator of Comilia. He had 
been having a problem getting the 
local Bengali executive engineers 
to go out and repair the bridges 
and roads that had been destroyed 
or damaged by the rebels. This 
task kept getting snarled in red 
tape, and the bridges remained 
^ unrepaired. Agha, of course, knew 
the reason. " You can't expect 
them to work," he told me, *' when 
you have been killing them and 
destroying their country. That at 
ieast is their point of view, and 
we are paying for it." 

CAPTAIN DURRANI, of the Baluch 
Regiment, who was in charge of the 
company guarding the Comilia 
airport, had his own methods of 



dealing with the problem. " I tove 
told them," he said with referefoe 
to the Bengalis maintaining the 
control tower, "that I will shbot 
anyone who even looks like he is 
doing something suspicious." 
Duranni had made good his word. 
A Bengali who had approached the 
airport a few nights earlier Was 
shot. "Could have been a-*rebel, M 
I was told. Durrani had another 
clairft to fame. He had personally 
accounted for " more than 60 
men " while clearing the villages 
surrounding the airport. 

The harsh reality of 
tion in the East is being < 
by shameless window drffi 
several weeks Presideg 
Khan and U.-Gen. TikkaJ* 
been trying to get politii 
in Ejast Pakistan for wh^. ...^ _ 
doing. The results have not exactly 
been satisfying. The support forth- 
coming so far has been from people 
like ■ Moulvi Farid Ahmad, a 
Bengali lawyer in Dacca, Fa?lul 
Quadeer Chaudhary and Professor 
Ghulam Azam of the Jarhat 
Islami, ail of whom were soundly 
beaten in the General Elections 
last December. // 

The only prominent personality 
to emerge for this piirposehas bfeen 
Mr Nurul Amin, a*ft old Muslim 
Leaguer and formed/Chief Minister 
of the Province wno was one! of 
only two non-Awa$ii Leaguers to 
be elected to .ftne National 
Assembly. He is now in his 
seventies. But eVen Nurul' Artiin 
has been careful not to be po 
effusive. His two public statements 
to date have been concerned only 
with the *' Indian interference.] 

Bengalis look with scorn on 
few who (t collaborate." Farid 
Ahmad and '/Fazlul Quade 
Chaudhury are gainfully aware _ 
this. Farid Ahmad makes a pcint 
of keeping his windows shuttered 
and only those who have bi;en 
scrutinised and.' recognised through 



a peephole in the front door 
allowed into the house. 

By singularly blunt methods 
Government has been able to 
a grudging acquiescence from 
Awami Leaguers who had 1 
elected to the national and 
vincial assemblies. They are being 
kept on ice in Dacca, secluded from 
all but their immediate families, 
for the big occasion when " repre- 
sentative government" is to 
installed. But clearly they 
represent no one but themselves. 



ABDUL BARI the tailor who 
lucky to survive, is 24 years 
That is the same age as Pakistan 
The army can of course hold " 
country together by force. But 
meaning of what it has done 
East Bengal is that the dream 
the men who hoped in 1947 t 
they were founding a Muslim 
nation in two equal parts has r ow 
faded. There is now little chance 
for a long time to come that 
Punjabis in the West and Bengalis 
in the East will feel themsel 
equal fellow-citizens of one nat; 
For the Bengalis, the future is i ow 
bleak: the unhappy submission! * 
a colony to -its conquerors. 
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